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President’s Message                   Susan Hirate  

Autumn greetings!  Although we officially entered the fall season on       

September 22nd, we are still enjoying warm summer days.  The second   

lockdown has finally ended (for now, anyway), so we can return to our   

favorite shops, including florists, and regain some sense of normalcy in our 

daily lives. 
 

Sayonara to the Itos!   
Consul General Koichi Ito and 

Mrs. Misako Ito ended their 

three-year assignment in     

Hawaii in August.  Mrs. Ito     

returned to Japan on August 

16 while the Consul General 

left in September.  
 

Earl Shimabukuro and I were 

fortunate to be able to visit   

Mrs. Ito at her residence on   

August 10 to say goodbye 

and to present her with a  

farewell gift from our chapter.  

Earl selected a beautiful blue 

gray container from among 

his many custom-made one-of-a-kind vases to present to her.  Mrs. Ito was 

very touched to receive such a special gift.  (see photo) 
 

Mrs. Ito was a very active member of our chapter, attending our luncheons 

and workshops.  I remember her helping to dress some members in their 

yukata at our moon-viewing luncheon at Yoshiya Restaurant in 2018.  She 

was also our guest speaker at the New Year Brunch at Waialae Country 

Club. 
 

During her stay, she came to appreciate the friendly nature of our local 

culture, and loved being called “aunty” at the various local events that 

she participated in.  She will be missed. 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has added new expressions to our everyday          

vocabulary. 

“Social distancing,” “flatten the curve,” “new normal,” “stay safe,” and so 

on have taken on a new meaning for all of us.  Face masks have become  
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part of our daily wardrobe, to the point where it has become a fashion statement.  We have learned to     

embrace these changes but should not forget the seriousness of the virus that has altered our lives.   
 

One major change that has affected us greatly is the inability to get together in person as a group.             

Our last function was the chabana workshop in March.  While we had hoped to meet at Oahu Country Club 

on October 18 for our annual Membership Luncheon, the Tier 1 guidelines prevent us from gathering in           

person. 
 

Fortunately, the NCAR (North and Central America Region) of Ikebana International has come to the rescue.  

Knowing that the pandemic has prevented us from holding large meetings and gatherings, they have             

prepared a set of ten professionally produced video presentations featuring ikebana demonstrations by high 

ranking instructors and a headmaster designate, as well as cultural workshops.  
  

The series kicked off in September 2020 with a demonstration by Soho Sakai, Sogetsu school Riji, that was 

viewed by more than 70 I. I. members and friends on ZOOM.  It was an inspiring demonstration with an added 

bonus of live commentary after the video by our own Sogetsu Riji, Karen Kirk.  Karen provided detailed and 

insightful comments on each of the nine arrangements.  It was a tremendous learning experience for all. 
 

Please refer to the schedule for October through December 2020 in this newsletter and in our directory.  When 

guidelines allow, invite an I. I. buddy to watch them together with you.   
 

I hope to see you at the October 11 ZOOM meeting, which will feature headmaster designate Senko               

Ikenobo.  Then, on November 15 our first workshop will take place at Moiliili Community Center.  As of this           

writing, plans are still in place to have this face to face gathering.  Stay tuned! 
 

As always, keep safe and stay well. 
 

Susan 
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Dear fellow II Members, 
 

As I’m sure you have heard, the Mayor’s latest guidelines regarding COVID-19, Tier 1, only allow 
for members of the same household to sit together in restaurants possibly for the next 4 weeks 
starting Thursday, September 24.  Therefore, we unfortunately have decided to cancel the       
October 18th luncheon at Oahu Country Club.  We are disappointed and hope that this           
situation will improve soon. 
 

Those who have responded to the October 18 luncheon have been notified personally. 
 

Please stay safe and keep practicing your Ikebana; it is wonderful therapy! 
 

Aloha 
Program Committee 
Marsha Curnyn, Gwen Nagata and May Lau 

Next Newsletter                                               
       

     The December Newsletter editor is Linda Tanaka (dtanaka001@hawaii.rr.com).                 
     Kindly submit your articles by the end of November.              
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 Ikebana Gallery 

 

Karen Kirk—Sogetsu                                                                                        
Small Vase Arrangement 

Barbara Tinius—Ikenobo 
Shoka with Pineapple Leaves 

Charmaine Yee-Hollison—Sogetsu   
Iwalani Barbazon—Ichiyo 

Bittersweet, Chrysanthemums & Solomon Seal Leaves 
Arranged in Ichiyo Double-Iron Container in Home Tokonoma 
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Arlene Horiuchi—Ohara 
Moribana with Red Ginger, Ferns & Dried Branch from Garden 

Paulette Stone—Sogetsu 

Joan Sasaki—Sogetsu 

Dawn Sur—Sogetsu 
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Gail Atwater—Ikenobo 
Jiyuka (Freestyle) 

Darryl Tagami—Ikenobo 

April Sasaki 
Arrangement complementing artwork 

Malina Kaulukukui—Sogetsu 
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Grace Sekimitsu—Ohara 
Traditional Method in Color Scheme Moribana 
Three Variety Chrysanthemum Arrangement 

Bette Uyeda—Ohara 
Lilies, Pittosporum Leaves, Shinobu Fern & Pliable Wood Strips  

Carol Murakami—Sogetsu 
 

Yukari Sato—Sogetsu 
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Jennifer Shintani—Sogetsu 

Masami Lachmann—Ohara 
Nageire Freestyle with Starfruit Branch from Garden, Italian Ruscus, 

Sunflower & Royal Lily 

Gwen Nagata—Ohara 

Barbara Tinius—Ikenobo 
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 Japanese Consulate Liaison                                  Shisho Kikuta                          
 

Japan Wizard (9) 
 

On October 1st, 1964 the first Shinkansen, known as the bullet train, ran between Tokyo and Osaka as the Tokaido line.  
It was just in time for the opening of the Tokyo Olympics on October 10th, the first Olympic in Japan as well as in Asia. 
 

Shinkansen is a high-speed railway.  Until this year 2020, 7 more Shinkansen lines have been built.  They are Sanyo,     
Kyushu, Tohoku, Joetsu, Hokuriku, Yamagata and Akita.  The Hokkaido line between Hakodate and Sapporo will be   
finished in 2030. 
 

Question: What is the fastest speed ever recorded by Shinkansen? 
 

A)  285km/h (178mp/h) 
 

B)  300km/h (187mp/h) 
 

C)  320km/h (200mp/h) 
 

The answer is C) 320km/h (200mp/h).  This is recorded between                         
Utsunomiya and Morioka of the Tohoku line. 
 

Most of you know what the rail pass is, which costs around $280 - $300             
for a week depending on the exchange rate.  This is about regular fare   
of one round trip from Tokyo to Osaka by Shinkansen.  During the week you can use the pass as many times as you 
want.  Using the rail pass and Shinkansen, you can travel from Kagoshima (Kyushu) to Hakodate (Hokkaido) in a day.  
The rail pass is really a foreigner’s advantage.  My friend in Osaka once said “That’s not fair!” 
 

In 2027 the long awaited Linear Chuo Shinkansen will run between Tokyo and Nagoya with a speed of 500km/h (about 
312mp/h), which would be the fastest bullet trains in the world. 

Hokuriku Shinkansen 

 


